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From the (New-York) Dialogical Instructer. 


BLASPHEMY; | 
OR THE 
GLORIOUS GOSPEL or ENDLESS MISERY. 


The following extracts are taken from an old Sermon 
in the Editor’s possession, entitled, ‘Sinners in the 
hands ef an angry God. A Sermoti, preached at En- 
ticld, Mass July 8th, 1741. At a time of great Awak- 
enings; and attended with remarkable Impressions on 
many of the Hearers. By JonarHan Epwarps, 
A. M. Pastor of the Church of Christ in Northampton.”’ 
This celebrated Divine was afterwards President of 
‘New-Jersey College. He was the father of Jonathan 
Edwards, D. D.. who wrote against Dr. Chauncy’s sys- 
tem of Universal Salvation. 


BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE SERMON. 
Deut. xxxii. 35. 
‘Their foot shall slide in due time.”’ 


Doctrine, ‘ There is nothing that keeps wicked 
Men, at any one Moment, out of Hell, but the mere 
pleasure of God.” 

Considerations. ‘¢1. There is no want of 
Power in God to cast wicked Men into Hell at 
any Moment.” 

“<2. They deserve to be cast into Hell; so 
that divine Justice never stands in the Way.” 

“3. They are already under a Sentence of 
Condemnation to Hell.” 

“4. They are now the Objects of that very 
same Anger and Wrath of God that is expres- 
sed in the Torments of Hell.” 

“5. The Devil stands ready to fall upon 
them and seize them as his own, at what Mo- 
ment God shall permit him.” 

“6, There are in the Souls of wicked Men 
those hellish Principles reigning, that would 
presently kindle and flame out into Hell Fire, 

-if it were not for God’s Restraints.”’ 

“7. Et is no Security to wicked Men for one 
moment, that there are no visible means of 
Death at Hand.” 

“sg. Natural Men’s Prudence and Care to 
preserve their own Lives, or the Care of oth- 
ers to preserve them, don’t secure ’em a Mo- 
ment,”” 

“9, All wicked Men’s Pains and Contrivance 
they use to escape Hell, while they continue to 
reject Christ, and so remain wicked Men, don’t 
secure ’em from Hell one Moment.” 

“10. \God has laid himself under no Obliga- 
tion by any Promise, to keep any natural Man 
out of Hell one Moment.” 


Having given this Synopsis of the Sermon, 
we will now present extracts from the language 
used under several of the above enumerat- 
ed heads of consideration, and finally, from that 
used in the Application. 


From the 3d. 
- properly belongs to Hell; 
from thence he is. Juhni it, 18. Ye are from 
beneath. And thither he is bound; ’tis the 
.Plaee that Justice, and God’s Word, and the 
Bentepce of his unchangeable Law, assigns 
him.” 

From the 4th. “God is a great deal more 
-angry with great Numbers that are now on 
Earth, yea doubtless with many that are now, 


‘‘ Every unconverted Man 
that is his Place; 


in this Congregation, that it may be are at Ease 
and Quiet, than he is with many of those that 


are now in the Flames of Hell. The wrath of 
God burns against them, their Damnation don’t 
slumber, the Pit is prepared, the Fire is made 
ready, the Furnace is now hot, ready to receive 
them, the Flames de now rage and glow, .The 
glittering Sword is whet, and held “over them, 
and the Pit hath opened her Mouth under 
them.’ 

From the 5th. “They belong to him; [the 
devil] he has their Souls in his Possession, and 
under hisDominion. The Scripture represents 
them as his Goods, Luke xi. 21. The Devils 
watch them: They are ever by them at their 
right Hand: They stand waiting for them, like 
greedy hungry Lions that see their Prey, and 
expect to have it, but are for the present kept 
back: if God should withdraw his Hand, by 
which they are restrained, they would in one 
Moment fly upon their poor Souls, The old 
Serpent is gaping for them; Hell opens its 
Mouth wide to receive them; and if God should 
permit it, they would be hastily swallowed up 
and lost.” 

From the 6th. ‘‘There is laid in the very 
Nature of carnal Men a Foundation for the 
Torments of Hell. And asthe Heart is now 
a Sink of Sin, so, if Sin was not restrained, it 


would immediately turn the Soul into a fiery |& 


Oven, or a Furnace of Fire and Brimstone.” 
From the 10th. ‘’Tis plain and manifest 
that whatever Pains a natural Man takes in Re- 


ligion, whatever Prayers he makes, till He be- 


lieves in Christ, God is under no. Manner of 
Obligation to keep him a Moment from eternal 
Destruction. So that thus it is, that natural 
Men are held in the Hand of God over the Pitt 
of Hell; they have deserved the fiery Pitt, and 
are already sentenced to it; and Godis dread- 
fully provoked, his Anger is as great towards 
them as to those that are actually suffering the 
Executions of the fierceness of his Wrath in 
Hell; **** the Devil is waiting for them, Hell 
is gaping for them, the Flames gather and 
flash about them.” 

From the Preacher’s Application. “ That 
World of Misery, that Lake of [burning Brim- 
stone is extended abroad under you. There 
is the dreadful Pit of the glowing Flames of 
the Wrath of God: There is Hell’s wide gap- 
ing Mouth open; and you have nothing to 
stand upon, nor any thing to take hold of: 
there is nothing between you and Hell but Air; 
tis only the Power and mere Pleasure of God 
that. holds you up.” “If God should only 
withdraw his Hand from the Flood-Gate, it 
would immediately fly open, and the Fiery 
Floods of the Fierceness and Wrath of God, 
would rush forth with inconceivable Fury, and 
would come upon you with Omnipotent Power; 
and if your Strength was ten thousand Times 
greater than it is, yea ten thousand Times 
greater than the Strength of the stoutest, stur- 
diest Devil in Hell, it would be nothing to 
withstand or endure it.” 

“The God that holds you over the Pit of|° 
Hell, much as one holds a Spider or some 
loathsome Insect, over the Fire, abhors you, 


and is dreadfully provoked; his Wrath towards 
you burns like Fire; he looks upon you as 
worthy of nothing else, but to be cast into the 
Fire; he is of purer Eyes than to bare to have 
you in his Sight; you are ten thousand Times 
so abominable in his Eyes, as the most hateful 
venomous Serpent is in ours. And yet ’tis 
nothing but his Hand that holds you from fall- 
ing into the Fire every Moment. There is no 
other Reason to be given why you hav ‘int gone 
to Hell since you have sat here in the House 
of God, provoking his pure Eyes by your sin- 
ful wicked Manner of attending his solemn 
Worship; Yea, there is nothing else that is to 
be given as a Reason why you don’t this very 
Moment drop down into Hell.” 

“When God beholds the ineffable extremity 
of your case, and sees your Torment to be so 
vastly disproportioned to your Strength, and 
sees how your poor Soul is crushed and sinks 
down, as it were into an infinite Gloom, he will 
have no Compassion upon. you; there shall be 
no Moderation or Mercy.” “If you ery to 
God to pity you, he will be so far from pitying 
you in your doleful case, or showing you the 
least Regard or Favor, that instead of that he’IT 
only tread you under Foot: And though he will 
know that you can’t bear the Weight of Om- 
nipotence treading upon you, yet he won’t re- 
gard that, but he will crush you under his Feet 
without Mercy; he’ll crush out your Blood, and 
make it fly, and it shall be sprinkled on his . 
Garments so as to stain all his Raiment.”— 
“There will be no End to this exquisite horri- 
ble Misery: When you look forward you shail 
see a Long Forever, a boundless Duration be- 
fore you, which will swallow up your Thoughts 
and amaze your Soul; and you will absolutely 
despair of ever having any deliverance, any 
End, any Mitigation, any Rest at all: You will 
hnow certainly that you must wear out long 
Ages, Millions of Millions of Ages, in wrestling 
and conflicting with this almighty merciless 
Vengeance,”’ &c. 

“There is Reason to think, that there are 


many in this Congregation now hearing this 
Discourse, that will actually be the Subjects of 


this very Misery to all Eternity. If we knew 
there was one Person, and but one, in the 
whole Congregation, that was to be the 
subject of this Misery, what an awful Thing 
would it be to think of? But alas! instead of 
one, how many is it Jikely will remember this 
Discourse in Hell. You have reason to won- 
der that you are not already in Hell: ’Tis 
doubtless the Case of some that heretofore you 
have seen and known, that never deserved 
Hell more than you, and that heretofore ap- 
peared as likely to have been now alive as you: 
Their Case is past all Hope; they are crying 
in extreme Misery and perfect Despair; but 
here you are in the Land of the Living and in 
the House of God, and have an opportunity to 
obtain Salvation. What would not those poor 
damned hopeless Souls give for one day’s such 
Opportunity as you now enjoy!” 


Just received and for Sale at this office, ‘Balfour's 
THREE ESSAYS. Also, a few copies of his lst and 
2d INQUIKY. 
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For the Universalist Magazine. 


SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY. 

*sJesus answered, my kingdom is not of this world. 
If my kingdom were of this world, then would my ser- 
vants fight, that I snould not be delivered unto the 
Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.’’ 

John xviii. 36. 

Among the great events, that have had a di- 
rect influence upon the affairs of men, the ap- 
pearance, public ministry, death, and resurrec- 
tion of Christ, certainly stand the most conspiu- 
ous. The Sowisk nation-has been utterly ru- 
ined.. The Jews have been scattered among 
all nations: Nor is there the most distant pros- 
pect of their ever again inhabiting, lerally, 
as an independent nation, their beloved coun- 
try. Some of the leading features of their re- 
ligion and history, connected with some muti- 
lated parts of the history and doctrines of Christ, 
united to the pretended revelations of Mahomet, 
form the Alcoran. The most important article 


in the creed of a mussulman is the unity of 


God,—an article which their founder certainly 
Borrowed fromthe Bible. This article of faith, 
viz. oNE Gop, which Jews, Christians, and 
Mahometans make the basis of their several 
systems of religion, has done much towards 
putting an end to the absurd worship of idols; 
and it bids fair in a few centuries to banish 
from the earth that puerile demoralizing prac- 
tice:—But it certainly is more important that 
the world should be acquainted with the char- 
acter of God, than to acknowledge his absolute 
monarchy, or the unily of his nature. Men may 
believe in but one God, and, at the same time, 
entertain almost an endless diversity of views 
respecting his character. I think it is Dr. 
Channing, who bas said that, ‘Around just 
views of the divine nature, all the christian vir- 
dues naturally centre.” This is a proposition 
which every rational man will readily admit: 
And it necessarily follows, as a consequence, 
that all the anti-christian errors naturally cen- 
ter around wrong views of the divine nature. 
The war-like, vindictive character ascribed to 
God, by the Mahometan, and some of the Jew- 
ish, and too many of professed christian teach- 
ers, is in direct opposition to his trne character, 
as described by Jesus and his apostles, and 
held by the Universalists of the present day. 

- Christianity teaches, in common with Maho- 
metanism and Judaism, the unity of God, but 
it is a very different system of religious faith 
and practice, taken as a whole, from either of 
them. Mat. v 27—48 inclusive, exhibits at 
one view the great and striking difference be- 
tween the two religions, and the vast superior- 
ity of the Christian over the Jewish. One 
teaches that criminality consists in overt acts 
only, the other that it consists in the secret 
evil intentions of the mind. One to retaliate 
evil for evil,—‘‘an eye for an eye;”—the other 
to ‘“‘resist not (retaliate) evil for evil.” One to 
love our neighbor, or friend, and hate our ene- 
mies; the other to love our enemies, and do 
good to those who hate us and despitefully use 
us, that we may be the children of our heaven- 
ly Father. 

The Jews were a warlike quarrelsome peo- 
ple, but they made little or no exertion to pro 
selyte the heathen. Their principal object in 
all their wars, was extermination and plunder. 

To proselyte was the first object of the Ma- 
hometans, and they propagated their religion at 
the point of the sword; and plunder and other 
considerations . seeined to be, in their view, 
things of minor importance. 
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fought, that he should not have been delivered 
to the Jews, Must we conclude then, that 
those who fight are not his disciples? Those 
who ‘fight, fight for this world’s honors and 
riches, Their kingdom is of this world. The 
Jews and Mahometans thought they were fight- 
ing for heaven. The Christians, in their cru- 
sades against the infidels, and also the Papists 
and Protestants in the dreadful wars, which 
they waged, professed to be fighting for God, 
and believed they should be rewarded by Him 
in a future world, for shedding the blood of their 
enemies in this:—But does this look like lov- 
ing their enemies, praying for them and return- 
ing good for evil? Could such christians be 
the servants of Christ, whose kingdom is not of 
this world?) What is the difference between 
them and Mahometans and Jews, except the 
name? I confess I can see little or none:—It 
does appear to me, that all the bloody wars 
waged by professed Christians, have been wag- 
ed in direct opposition to the precepts and ex- 


lample of him,who said,—“If my kingdom were 


of this world, then would my servants fight;” 
who did not retaliate evil, but in the agontes of 
death prayed for his murderers saying, “Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

it appears ta me, that if Curistianity forbids 
private retaliation and revenge, it forbids pub- 
lic retaliation aad revenge also, It cannot be 
so inconsistent as to forbid that on a small scale, 
which it tolerates on a large scale. It cannot 
prohibit a small evil, and countenance a great 
one, Christians, I believe, were engaged in 
no wars till the third century. Nothing ap- 
pears more inconsistent to me, than the idea 
of fighting for God!!_ I do not pretend to say, 
what the consequence of forbearance, render- 
ing -good for evil, and blessing for cursing, 
would be; but I think it would bein perfect agree- 
ment with the precepts and example of Christ, 
and the doctrine of universal benevolence. 

E. C. Jr. 

We are not altogether convinced that the deductions 
which our Correspondent draws from the ack: owledg- 
ed spirit of Christianity, are correct.— Editors. 


{The following communication has been-sent to our 
office as an abstract of a Sermon delivered in Ports- 
mouth. N. H ; and we give it a place in our columns 
as, at least, « very good specimen of the orthodox 
preaching of the day. 


Wepnespay Eveninc, Fer 6, 1828.—At- 
tended ‘a lecture at Portsmouth, heard presi- 
dent ‘Tyler, from Hanover, N. H., deliver a 
discourse from Mat. xvi. 26, “What will it 
profit a man if he should gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul.” After making several 
remarks relative to this life, and the short time 
we are permitted to live here, the Rev. Mr. 
Tyler said, when a man dies, his soul awakes 
to eternal happiness or eternal misery. The 
soul that awakes to eternal happiness, is holy 
as God is holy; so on the other hand, the sin- 
ner awakes to total depravity. He said that if 
a row of figures were extended from this earth 
to the remotest star, the first figure, one thou- 
sand years, the next two thousand years, and 
so on, and the row of figures were multiplied 
by itself, after the duration of that time, eterni- 
ty would be no nearer at an end. He (the 
Rev. Dr. of Divinity) said, when he was a boy 
he heard eternity described, which made a se- 
rious impression on his mind: he heard a per- 
son say, that if an insect were permitted to re- 
move this earth into open space, anda the dis- 


Christ declared that his kingdom was not of tance was so great that he could perform his 


this world, otherwise would his servants have 


journey but once in a thousand years, after the 


insect had removed the earth into open space, 


eternity would be no nearer at a end 

The Rev. Divine said, he hazarded nothing 
in saying, that one soul that was lost, woul 
suffer infinitely more than all the suTerings that 


ever were or ever would be endured on this * 


earth, All the sufferings and misery that ever 
were or ever would be endured in hell, from 
the commencement till the end of time, and 
supposing all the planets are inhabited and 
subject to the same sullerings as we are on this 
earth, add the whole together, and, as I said 
before, I hazard nothing in saying, that ono 
soul that is lost will suffer infinitely more in 
eternity, than all the before named sufferings. 
On the other hand, one soul that is saved, will 
enjoy infinitely more happiness in eternity, than 


all that ever was or ever will be on this earth, 


—all that ever was or ever will be in heaven, 
all that ever was or ever will be on all the 
planets, from the commencement till the end of 
time. He said, the progress of the soul was 
eternal, the soul would grow in knowledge, and 
as the soul advanced in eternity, it will grow in 
knowledge and happiness;—on the other hand, 

the soul that was lost would progress in misery 
through eternity. 

The value of the soul:—The soul was not pur- 
chased with a thousand rams, nor with ten 
thousand rivers of oil, but with the blood of 
Christ, who suffered for us If there was a 
probability of but one out of an handred that 
would be lost, it would be of immense impor- 
tance that we should make our peace with an 
offended God. There is no need of any one 
being lost, for all have an opportunity of hav- 
ing salvation freely if they will, but we pro- 
crastinate! My fellow sinners , how many there 
are, who are now lifting up their eyes in hell, 
who have sat under the preaching of the gos- 
pel, as you all now do ; yet they did not think 
they should go to hell; they calculated to re- 
repent before they died; but the arrows of 
death are flying thick around, and they were 
lost. Why we should be anxious to save the 
sou] is, because when it is once lost, it is lost 
forever, A man may loose his property, he 
may regain it,—he may-_ loose his character, 
yet he may restore if; but the soul once lost 
can never be regained —The moment a man 
dies his fate is fixt. The man that died to-day, 
cannot regain hissoul.—The sinner is suspend- 
ed over hell as by a thread, and Justice says 
cut him down; but mercy interferes, and says 
spare a little longer, — I hazard nothing in say- 
ing, that a great part of mankind will be lost; 
because Christ says, ‘*Ye will not come unto 
me, that ye may have life.” He then said, 
that few would be saved; the righteous would 
scarcely be saved. My fellow sinners, I am 
now come and am the bearer of good tidings to 
you all this evening: Salvation is now freely 
offered to you all, and every one of you haye 


an opportunity of making your poner, with an 
otiended God. ; 


Al second Indian newspaper, it is stated in the 
Phitadelphia Democratic Press, is to be publish- 
ed under the patronage of the Cherokee nation. 
it is to be printed at Colum'us, on the Cl ata- 
houchee river in Georgia, under the title of the 
“Columbus Enquirer.” Columbus is 480 miles 
above Apalachicola. 


ed 


The Rev. Wm. Collier has disposed of his in- 
terest in the ‘* National Philanthropist,” a weekly 
paper published inthis city, to Mr. N. EL W hite 
Mr. W. L. Garrison is*in future to conduct it, 


: 
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Eciract of a letter from a Lady in the State of|was far from satisfying. Good God thought I,|and discouraging circumstances, and finally» 
Pennsylvania, to her sister, Mrs. Catherine | art thou such a cold unkind being that the|put them in possession of the object of their 


Harringlon of Barre, Vt. daled Millcreek, 
June 28, 1827. 


After writing some particulars of family con- 
cerns, she adds 1! will confine myself to self-ex- 
amination, Ata very early age my mind began 
to be exercised about the all important subject 
of religion. I was anxious to find the way that 
was peace, and all its paths pleasaatness, but I 
felt like a person in a wilderness without any 
guide to direct me. [used to listen attentively 
to the Methodists and Presbyterians, and they 
taught me that there was a God and that he was 
awlully incensed against the human family on 
account of our first parents’ single transgression 
in the garden of Eden. I was also informed 
that there was another being whom they called 
the devil. Him they represented as a mild in- 
sinuating being that was inticing us on every 
side to sin against God, and would eventually 
succeed in alluring the greater part of the hu- 
man family into his infernal abode—a lake of 
fire and brimstone. This looked cruel, but I 
thought what the preachers said must be true. 
In this way, I was kept silent, but not satisfied. 
T had never heard a sermon of the impartial 
goodness of God, neither had I ever seen any 
writings on that subject; but had heard repeat- 
ed denunciations against it, as being delusive, 
and its advocates licentious, but my very soul 
revolted at the sound of reprobation, for I 
thought it an impeachment upon the character 
of an all wise creator. At length there arose 
an excitement among the peo,le—shortly be- 
fore you came here. My mind was active, I 
was trying hard to do something to appease an 
angry God; as I thought by what I had been 
taught, that was the first thing necessary, in or- 
der to be converted. After my mind had been 
wrought up to the highest pitch in these reflec- 
tions, there was of course a calm. ‘Thought I 
what shall I be able to effect if 1 go on in this 
way, until tired nature shall sink into its cold 
original. I never can add one ‘cubit to my 
stature, neither can I make one hair black or 
white. After reflecting a while in this way, 
and making use of the reason that God had 
endowed nie with, I believe the “‘true light that 
lighteth every man” began to break into my 
mind. The former idea of an angry God began 
to vanish, and I believed the testimony of St. 
John where he says, ‘‘God is love.” I went 
forward and told the exercises of my mind, with 
several others to a church of the christian con- 
nexion. They considered me a converted per- 
son—lI was baptised, and joined the church, 
and felt the approbation of a clear conscience 
in what I had done, and enjoyed astrong hope 
for myself. But my peace was marred, when 
I would'take a survey of the human family. 
Many a bitter shour have I spent in anguish, 
when fancy would waft me to the mansions of 
bliss. ‘There perhaps a tender father, an af- 
fectionate mother, a beloved brother or sister, 
would be missing. How could I be reconciled 
to such a painful separation? The more I re- 
flected upon the scene, the more unreconciled 
I grew. I told my christian brethren in a con- 
ference, that it appeared to me that I should 
be unhappy even in the fair courts of heaven, if 
¥ was sensible that a part of the human family 
were miserable. A preacher told me it was 
weakness in me to indulge such feelings; he 
gaid that my natural affections would be done 
away, and! should rejoice as much at the sen- 
tence “depart ye cursed,” as 1 should at the 
welcome words “‘come ye blessed.’? But this 


nearer we mortals approximate to thy blest 
character, the less we feel for our fellow beings. 
No, the idea is preposterous for we read in thy 
blest book, ‘‘a mother may forget her tender off- 
spring,’ but thou hast declared, thou ‘never 
wilt forget thy people.” Shortly after this, I 
was informed that a Universalist was expected 
to preach in the schvol honse. I accordingly 
availed myself of the opportunity of hearing the 
stranger preach, although there were some so 
pious they would not have been guilty of it. 
His name was Williams—he lived in the state 
of Ohio—he arose and addressed the people as 
follows; ‘I am a stranger to you, and perhaps 
you expect to hear strange news from me, but 
I have not come to you with the thunders of 
mount Sinai, but I have come in the gentle 
voice of peace.”?” He labored hard to persuade 
us that God was our rightful sovereign, and we 
one and all, his dependant children. He cau- 
tioned us to beware of setting our brother or 
sister at naught. In short his sermon consisted 
in good instructions respecting our duty to- 
wards God and man,—The cry was for us to 
fortify ourselves against such delnsive doctrine, 
but I thought I would select the good and cast 
the bad away. I accordingly studied the bible 
attentively, and succeeded in getting some of 
Mr. Winchester’s writings, also Hosea Ballou, 
on the. atonement. At length 1 became con- 
firmed in the belief of the final restitution of all 
things. Yes my sister, it fills: my soul with ex- 
tatic joy when [ with an eye of faith, look for- 
ward to that happy period when the Saviour 
shall have subdued husbands and wives, parents 
and children to himself, and destroyed the last 
enemy which is death, then my dear sister I 
expect to meet you on the fair banks of deliv- 
erance, and bow with every creature in heav- 
en and on the earth and under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea, and ascribe honor and 
glory, might and power, to him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and 
ever, Crarinpa Gunnerson.” 


SPIRIT OF THE PILGRIMS, 


With pleasure we acknowledge the recep- 
tion of the ‘Spirit of the Pilgrims, and Messen- 
ger of Reconciliation,” published in Plymouth, 
Mass. and devoted to the doctrine of the Salva- 
tion ofall men, through the mediation of the 
man Christ Jesus. It is issued the 1st and 3d 
Fridays in each month, in a neat octavo form, 
and edited by an association of young men.— 
The following is from the 2d number. . 


Messrs. Editors,—Agreeably to your request, I send 
you the following brief extract from an~ unpublished 
Thanksgiving Sermon. As you will perceive, it is the 
conclusion of the discourse. Yours, &c. 

“It will be excused in me, IF trust, if, in clos- 
ing this discourse, I briefly observe, that we 
are much indebted to Christianity for the bles- 
sings which, as a nation, we enjoy. Tence- 
forth then, let those that have asked, with seep- 
tical confidence, ‘‘What has Christianity done 
for the world?” look round on the country in 
which we live, and behold a dense and still-in- 
creasing population, in the full enjoyment of 


pursuit. It was Christianity, that deposited in 
their breasts that sacred spark of freedom, 
which has set the new world on fire, and which 
require the mightiest efforts of despotism to 
suppress, in the old. And the time will come 
—it cannot be far off—when it will teach every 
man to assert and maintain his rights, both civil 
and religious,—and then will be witnessed the 
complete triumphs of Christianity!—For this 
sacred institution therefore, and the blessings 
connected with it, let us offer unto God thanks- 
giving and praise. 

“Another thing, which contributed largely to 
put us in possession of the blessings we enjoy, 
was ah independent and fearless inquiry into 
religious subjects. Our ancestors had travel- 
led on in the science of theology, far beyond 
what many of those had done, that commenced 
the work of reformation. And as they advane- 
ed, they clearly discovered, that ‘more truth 
was to break forth” upon the world; and though 
they heard the threatening voice of those they 
left behind them, though they saw the blazing 
torch of persecution in the hands of infuriated 
bigots, yet they were hold to declare, and fear- 
less to maintain, what they conceived to be, 
and to be supported by, the word of God.— 
They were determined to be guided hy 
the light that reflected from the sacred pages, 
let it Jead where ever it might. They urged 
as a reason, that “it was very certain, that the 
first reformers never intended, that what they 
did, should be the absolute boundary of refor- 
maiion, so that it should be a sin to proceed 
any further.”? They were determined to be 
bound down by no human creed, to be exclu- 
sively devoted to no sect or party,—“‘Go for- 
ward, strait forward, in the work of reforma- 
tion,” was the principle they adopted, and 
upon which they acted. They despised that 
system of intolerance, which would bind down 
the mind to certain opinions, though they were 
received and acknowledged as truths. It was 
an evil, the existence of which was most sin- 
cerely lamented, by the truly worthy and pious 
Robinson. “The Lutherans,” said he, ‘‘en- 
couraging his little flock to entertain more en- 
larged views of the reformation.—The Luthe- 
rans cannot be drawn to go beyond what Lu- 
ther saw; whatever part of his will our good 
God has imparted and revealed unto Calvin, 
they will rather die than embrace it. And the 
Calvinists, you see, stick fast where they were 
left by that great and good man, who yet saw not 
all things.”? Thus it was, by indulging a spirit 
of religious inquiry, that the venerated Robin- 
son was enabled to obtain greater light in the- 
ology, than those great and celebrated refor- 
mers, which had lived before him. And thus 
it is, if the same spirit be permitted to exert it- 
self, even as it now does, that the knowledge 
of the truth will finally cover the whole earth 
as the waters do the sea. For this let us offer 
unto God thanksgiving and praise. 

“Finally, Christianity, under the direction of 
infinite Wisdom, has made us a free and happy 
people. The fire of religious liberty which 
was kindled up in the breasts of our illustrious 
ancestors, though it may have been partially 
suppressed, has never been extinguished. In 


civil and religious liberty, and they wili then | every period of past time, since our country 


see and know what Christianity has done!— 
It was Christianity that inspired our fathers 
with a love of religious liberty, created in them 
an unconquerable resolution to be free, pre- 
served them amidst their trials and dangers, 


supported them under the most disheartening | 


first began to be, there have been men, who 
have nobly dared to stand forth, and ‘vindicate 
the ways of God to man.” Light has been 
springing up in the dark places of the earth, 
and many that were in darkness hailed it with 
inexpressible joy. It still spreads; and, under 
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the fostering care of an overruling Providence, | new subscribers, when our views and object will 
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it will continue to spread, until every nation) be more tully set forth; and every favor will be 
and language under beaven, shall behold it,| gratefully acknowledged by the public’s obed- | Parsons. 


and enjoy its blessings.” G. 


From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 


GENTEEL ORTHODOX PREACHING, 


Mr. Canfield,—Some little time ‘since, I at- 
tended upon an evening lecture from one of our 
ministerial Baptist brethren. He was a_ well 
dressed, well proportioned, fine looking man; 
with a voice that any public speaker might well 
covet—clear, strong, yet mellow and soft as 
“the harmony of the spheres.” His prayer not 
immoderately long unaccompanied by whines 
and “‘sobs suppressed,”’ was solemn and appro- 
priate, and spoke the native benevolence of his 
heart, for it embraced, in a generous ardor, all 
mankind. I was prepared for a feast in the 
sermon which should follow. But what was 
my regret and mortification, when instead of 
the liberal, and gracious sentiments exhibited 
in the prayer; the preacher, as if to show how 
much more tenderly he pitied the human race 
and desired their happines than did their Crea- 
tor, went on, among other things, to give a 
minute description of the damned suffering 
under the wrath and vengeance of an angry 
Jehovah, who in their helpless and hopeless 
condition, would lay his hand so heavily upon 
them, and so' completely envelope and over- 
whelm them in his fiery wdignation, that they 
would gnash their teeth and curse their existence, 
and blaspheme their maker to all eternity; and 
that when ages as innumerable as the sand 
shall have passed away, their torments would 
only be beginning to begin. Yet the whole 
was so genteely exhibited, with so much ease and 
elegance, with such gracefulness and such obvi- 
ous self satisfaction, that it abated ‘“‘half the ter- 
ror of the scene.” M. 


Tue carce Bere at the state house, says a 
Philadelphia paper, which sends forth its deep 
tones on election days, was put up by the Pro- 


ient and very humble servant, 
Asner KNEELAND. 


SELECTED, 


THE FOLLOWING SIMPLE AND TOUCHING VERSES 
ARE FROM THE PEN OF THE EDITOR OF 
THE CRYSTAL HUNTER. 


My thoughts are in my native land, 

My heart is in my native place; 

Where willows bend to breezes bland, 
And kiss the river’s rippling face, 
Where sunny shrubs disperse their scent, 
And raise their blossoms high to heaven, 
As if in calm acknowledgment 

For brilliant hues and virtues given. 

My thoughts are with my youthful days, 
When sin and grief were but a name; 
When every tiel had golden ways, 

And pleasure with the daylight came. 

I bent the rushes tc my feet, 

And sought the water’s silent flow, 

I moved along the thin ice fleet, 

Nor thought upon the death below. 


I culled the violet in the dell, 

Where wild-rose gave a checkered shade; 
And listened to each village bell, 

So sweet by answer ng echo made. 

In God’s own house, on God’s own day, 
In neat attire I beut the knee: 

Pure sense of duty bade me pray— 

Joy made me join the melody. 


Thus memory from her treasured urn, 
Slakes o’er the mind her springlike rain; 
_ Thus scenes turn up and palely burn, 
Like night-lights in the ocean’s train. 
And still my soul shall these command, 
While sorrow writes upon my face, 

My thoughts are on my native land, 

My heart is in my native place. 


Cc. E.E, 


FIRES IN THIS CITY. 
On Sunday murning, 23d ultimo, at half past 


vincial Assembly of Pennsylvania, some years, | two o'clock, the Hat Store of Mr. S. Vose, Wash- 


before the revolution. It was the first bell rnng 
when the Declaration of Independence was_pro- 
claimed, ani! bears this remarkable inscription: 
‘“Prociaim libert, throughout the lund, and to the 
people thereof.”’——It ts very singular that such a 
motto should have been adopted ata time when 
the country was quietly reposisng under the -do- 
minion of a British King; and the circumstatice, 
connected with the fact just stated, is worthy of 
remembrance. Niles. 
———————eEeEEE 
(From N. Y. Olive Branch.) 


NEW-YORK OLIVE BRANCH, 


N. B. The Subscriber has bought the Print- 
ing Establishment of the New York Universal- 
ist Book Society, and will continue the Olive 
Branch, after the completion of.the present vol- 
ume, under his sole management and responsi- 
buity. The office will be kept, after the first 
of May, at No. 527 in Pearl-street, and the 
Printing Establishment removed to the corner 
of Pearl and Collect-street. 

The Editor hopes that his faithfulness in his 
profession, and vigilence in the discharge of his 
duties in whatever he is concerned, will not 
only enable him to retain the present patronage 
tothe Olive Branch, but that he will be able to 
render the paper so interesting to all, that an 
increase of patronage may be expected. A 
Prospectus will be issued in due time to receive 


ington-street, opposite Water street, was discov- 
ered to be on fire. ‘The Hames extended up the 
building to the third story. 
the Fire Department, aided by a plenti/ul supply 
of water, mostly from the reservoirs at the head 
of Milk and State streets, the fire was arrested 
with much less damage than could have been 
expected. The stock of the store was entirely 
destroyed, aud the furniture m the apper part of 
the building, which was occupied by Mr. Charles 
Woodman, was nearly spoiled. Mr. Vose was in- 
sured in part. 

Store No. 64, Broad-street, improved by 
Messrs. Lyman, Tiffany & Co. for the storage 
of merchandise, was seriously injured by fire on 
Saturday morning last. Vifty ba'es of wool, 
about one hund-ed and twenty bales of cotton, 
and some other articles, belonging to the above 
named gentlemen, were ‘more or less damaged 
by the flames, and the water from the engines, 
which was poured on so profusely as to literally 
drown the fire. The property destroyed we 
understand, was fully insured. It is not known 
how the fire originated; but it is conjectured 
that it may have been communicated to the 
wool in the upper chamber, from the flue of the 
adjoinfog store, occupied by a dealer in paints, 
in which there is a furnace. The skill and ex- 
ertions of the Fire Department in suppressing 
the flames have been highly and deservedly 
commended.-—Bost. Gaz. 
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By the activity of| 


By Rev. Mr. Green, Mr. Benjamin H. Boynton te | 
Miss Judith Hayden. 2 


In Danverse, Mr. James Brown, Jr. to Miss Catha- 
tine D Twiss; Mr. John Newhall to Miss Dolly Law- 
rence, of Lynnfield. 


DIED, 
In this city, Mrs. Mary Morse, aged 57, 
On Monday, Mr John G. Fellows, aged 61. 


OBITUARY NOTICES, 


In Medfield, Mass. on the 28th ult. in the 49th year - 


of his age, Joun Howe, Esq. of Roxbury: a man well 
known in this part of the country, especially to the 
members of the Masonie fraternity. His honest and 


generous heart, his social disposition. and his unassum- ~ 


ed denseanor. endeared him to a numerous circle of ac- 
quaimtances and, notwithstanding one very unhappy 
failing, secured, to the last, the affection of several 
public and literary charaeters. He possessed a genius 
uncominonly ready, fertile and apt, and capable of ap- 
pearing wiih advantage in almost any species of writing, 
whether grave or gay ando excelling in the effusions 
of humor, both coarse and refined. Without the aid of 
a libera: education, he seemed to derive from nature a 
correct literary taste; nd his occasional compositions, 
which were, for the most part, devoted to the Craft, or 
to the purposes of social amusement and instruction, 
are distinguished for propriety in the selection of topics, 
for classical elegance, and for felicity of expression. 
Communicated. 

In Lowell, Mass. on Thursday the 6th inst, Mr. As- 
NER Foster, aged 23 years. Seldom has the grave 
closed upon a more. amiable youth. Though early 
thrown upon the world an orphan, divine Providence 
kindly spread over him its shielding and protecting 
mantle, and guarded him from the snares of tempta-~ 
tion, and the allurements of contaminating pleasures, 

The attracting virtues of his early years, drew to 
hun the friendship and respect of all his acquaintance, 
made him a bright example to his youthful associates, 
and gave pledge of his soon becoming a bright orna- 
ment to society, and to the place of his residence.— 
While he was stepping upon the threshold of life, with 
the ardor of feeling and hope suited to his age,—the 
intelligence of his mind, and the candor of his heart, 
prepared him to receive with perfect cordiality the Holy 
Scriptures, as his directory in life, and safe guide to 
Heaven. For several years he was a firm, and full 
believer in the doctrine, that-Christ is the Universal 
Saviour of mankind, and that by His grace, he will fi- 
nally restore to holiness and happiness, the whole hu- 
man family. In this hope he lived, by its consolations 
he sustained his last sickness with uncomplaining sub- 
mission, and by its heavenly prospects, was made per- 
fectly willing to die; and in the midst of youth, peace- 
fully bid the world adieu, to join his friends, gone be- 
fore, in the paradise of God. O, tis blessed thus te 
live, and happy thus to die! 

True, no parents, brother or sister, followed him to 
his ‘narrow house,’’ and no widow or orphans weep 
his departure; but many were the friends who deeply 
felt bis loss, and will oft times shed over his early grave, 
the tears of grateful remembrance for his virtues. 

Communicated. 

At Baltimore, Mr. Warp.C. Brooks, son of Hon. 
Peter C. Brooks, aged 23. There are at all times 
many melancholy reflections suggested by the death of — 
the young. Promise of future usefulness, has been 
blighted —expectations of friends have been destroyed 
—and the storm of death has passed onward, beating 
the blossoms to the earth, before the fruit has been 
ripened. But there are also ther, and more consoling 
suggestions. Though prom ses and expectations haye 
fallen in their freshness, yet this 1s better than to have 
seen them wither slowly away, while the object te 


which they belonged, existed—and the young spirit, 
has only left a world of suffering, to go, in the full 
exercise ofits strength, to a brigk’er, happier home. 
Ifthe death of the young is melancholy ; infinitely 
more so, is the sight of the living dead ; of those, whose 
powers have failed, and who-e spirits, whi'e yet on 
earth, seem to be chilled by the damps of the grave. 
These refiections must be felt by the friends of Warp 
C. Brooxs.—Death has ca led him away ; but it has 
left a grateful recollection behind him ;—his_ kindness, 
his disinterestedness, will be long remembered by those 
who knew him ; and affection and iriendship, will trace 
hin to that state. where the many virtres of his heart, 
will be forever expanding, and becoming more pure, 
and more perfect. Commercial Gazette. 


MARRIED, z 
In this city, Mr: Zachariah Barber to Miss Caroline — 


warN 


rib AAU 


